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IT’S THE LAW. The VGB law that went into effect in 2008 requires that all public pools and spas have drain covers  
that comply with the ASME/ANSI A112.19.8 performance standard, or any successor standard, currently ANSI/APSP 16-
2011. This standard requires that manufacturers determine a life expectancy and place a permanent mark with “Life: 
X Years” on each cover to indicate lifespan. At AquaStar, based on UV, structural and fastener testing, we’ve determined  
that our drain covers should be replaced every five years from the date of installation, as stated in our instructions. We have 
partnered with you to make sure your customers are in compliance with the law and our customer service department is 
here to help in any way we can. 

REDUCE LIABILITY. The law requires that compliant drain covers be installed in all public pools and spas, in 
accordance with manufacturer instructions. Failure to comply can result in pool closings and stiff civil penalties, as  
well as resulting liability in the event of a tragedy.

IT’S SIMPLE. Public pools are required to install compliant covers in accordance with manufacturer instructions.  
You want your residential customers to have the same level of protection. To ensure structural integrity and avoid accidents 
with broken covers, the drain covers that public pools and spas installed five years ago need to be replaced. Our drain cover 
solutions give you the selection you need to meet any requirements. (See cross-reference chart on next page and our website 
for our wide array of available replacement options.) And if you don’t currently have an AquaStar drain cover, we also have 
many retrofit choices that will adapt to other manufacturers’ frames and sumps. Keep in mind that you must also assess the 
integrity of the existing frame or sump to ensure that it is structurally sound and able to get three threads of engagement  
with the new screws provided with each cover. Remember, at AquaStar, every product is held to the highest standard of 
quality, resulting in superior, dependable products that last. 

IT'S SMART BUSINESS. When you remind your customers about their upcoming drain cover expirations, you are 
more than just a pool supply vendor for them. You’re a trusted resource and partner helping them stay compliant with the 
law and keeping consumers safe. And that’s good for business.

DON’T WAIT UNTIL IT’S TOO LATE. While replacing drain covers is the legal thing to do, it’s also the safe 
thing to do. Help your customers make the right decision — at the right time.

It’s been over five years since the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool & Spa Safety Act became effective —  
meaning public facilities have to continue replacing their pool and spa drain covers every five  
years. Here’s why this should be your priority as well.

5 YEARS. 5 REASONS.
VIRGINIA GRAEME BAKER POOL & SPA SAFET Y ACT

COMPLETE LINE OF VGB COMPLIANT RETROFIT DRAINS

PLEASE CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION
877-768-2717  +1-805-620-5060 (outside the U.S.)  www.aquastarpoolproducts.com


